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Special Feature   Challenges in Rail Freight

Here, the author outlines the course of railway freight transport in terms of the
growth of the Japanese economy, and examines the future prospects of this form of
transport which is being exposed to severe competition.

This article reports on the background leading to formulation of the Freight 21 plan,
the medium- and long-range management plan of Japan Freight Railway Co. (JR
Freight) which is facing difficulties in an uncertain economic environment. The
direction in which JR Freight is trying to move is also described.

The Dutch government is promoting the construction of a new freight railway
called the Betuwe Railfreight Line (BRL), connecting Rotterdam with the main
industrial centres of northern Germany. In this article, the author discusses the
background leading to the construction of this line and the future role of railway
freight transport in comparison with road transport.

As an important traffic hub for north-south transport in Europe, Switzerland is
promoting the advantages of combined rail/road transport. Centring around
AlpTransit (the new Alps railway transversal), plans for which are currently in
progress, this article looks at the future of Swiss railway transport and the European
railway transport network.

This article examines the factors by which railway freight transport established its
position in the United States, and discusses its current status, which continues to
develop in terms of both technologies and services. It also looks at the expected
roles of railway freight transport in the future.

The author, who has participated in the international exchange activities of the East
Japan Railway Culture Foundation (EJRCF) through the second Discovery of
Japan by Foreign Students programme, writes of his experiences travelling through
the Tohoku region of northern Japan by train for the first time. These impressions
of a journey by rail are written by a person who hates the crowded trains of Tokyo.

The busy life of Mr Hiroshi Komatsu, is highlighted here. As well as being an
employee of East Japan Railway Company (JR East), Komatsu has simultaneously
devoted his life to non-governmental organization (NGO) activities such as serving
as the leader of a well-digging group in Rwanda as a member of the Association to
Aid Refugees (AAR).

This article outlines the development of light railway policy from 1900 to the
1930s, the significance of the Revised Railway Construction Act, and the progress
of rolling stock for branch lines. It also introduces Toshio Kinoshita, who gave
fresh impetus to the reform of railway services at that time.
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